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Next Meeting: Friday December 12, 2014 @ 7:30pm at Stoney Creek Airport 
As always, guests are welcome to attend! 

Ernest Hemingway Maneuver 
Submitted by Ferg Kyle 
 
It started out at the self-service Avgas pump.                                                         
A guy fueled his Cherokee, but knew he had a dead battery. Pushed the plane back, hopped in, primed the engine, left the 
throttle half open, mags on, and got back out. 
Gave the prop a swift swing, and the engine fired right up. Right up to around 1800 rpm. 
The plane took off, straight for the fuel farm. 
Fortunately, the prop hit this concrete filled steel post, designed for this very situation. 

Here's what happened next: Prop hit the post, and the crankshaft sheared right off the engine sending the prop, hub and 
spinner flying like you only see in cartoons, landing on the roof of a hangar, about 150 yards away. 
And no, this did not buff right out. Plane was sold for $400 on the spot, parted out and sold on eBay.  
Guy had no insurance, and was under scrutiny of the FAA for running another plane out of fuel. 
Hand propping is often called the Ernest Hemingway maneuver... 
"One slip and it's farewell to arms" 
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...continued Page 3 

Banner Plane: Walter Wiegels’ Jodel D-11 
 
This month’s “Banner Plane” is Walter Wiegels’ Jodel model D-11. 
 
When I asked Walter if I could use his plane as the December Banner 
Plane and write a Bio about him, he asked me if I knew how long the 
statute of limitations is in Nicaragua. 
 
I thought he was kidding. This was going to be a very interesting story… 
 
Walter is one of our Club’s oldest members and has a very interesting 
history. For that, I think he deserves a bit more space in my Newsletter. 
 
He was born in Mecklenburg, Germany on March 21, 1928. In his youth, 
he became the Coxswain on a Heavy-8 rowing team and was, as a result, exempted from the 
mandatory membership in the Hitler Youth prior to World War 2. 
As soon as he reached the ripe old age of 15, he was conscripted into the Kriegsmarine (the German 
Navy) as a 105mm AAA Gunner in Schwienemunde, where he served until the end of the War. 
Once the War was over, Walter, at 17 years old had lost both of his parents and was on his own. 
Financially incapable of pursuing a University education and becoming a Doctor like his father, he 
worked for no pay in a medical lab to gain experience. To make ends meet, Walter had to resort to 
smuggling Black Market Liquor. 

In 1948, Walter escaped the Soviet controlled East Germany for the 
West. There he became a truck driver for the British Occupation 
Forces and eventually a Motorcycle Police Officer. 
After some time, Walter was relieved of his Police duties for “being 
too nice” and letting everyone off the hook and was returned to his 
earlier truck driving duties. 
 
After a few years of unrewarding and unpaying stints of work as a 
farming apprentice and apprentice blacksmith, Walter emigrated in 
August of 1952 to Canada. 
 
 

After landing in Quebec, Walter took a train all the way to Lethbridge Alberta to take up work driving a 
LeTourneau Tournapull heavy earth mover in Hydro-Electric Dam construction. 
 
An opportunity in Edmonton to enrol in Welding school presented itself in 1953 and Walter had finally 
embarked on his career and soon joined the Union of Operating Engineers. 

LeTourneau Tournapull 
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Walter Wiegels and C-FPBG ...continued 
 
Work took him via Consolidated PBY Canso to Kitimat, British Columbia, which at the time was still a 
small fishing villiage. He worked as a Bulldozer operator and then Welder in the development of Alcan’s 
Kemano Project, known as one of the most ambitious Canadian engineering projects of the 20th 
century. 
While Walter was building tunnels into Kitimat, he spent the nights sleeping in a tent in the mountains. 

 
By 1957, Walter was working in Fort St. John, Peace River, 
British Columbia, as a Welder for a Gas Refinery. He did pretty 
well for himself and was able to take a 6 month vacation in 
Europe when the project was over. 
 
Upon his return to Canada, Walter moved to Toronto to find work 
as a pipeline welder and joined the Pipefitters Union. He was 
quite skilled and was sent to work on large provincial jobs in 
Sarnia, Hull, Ft. Erie, Toronto and Hamilton. 
 
Walter moved to Grimsby in 1960 and there started flying. He was 
a member of the St. Catharines chapter of the EAA. The EAA 
members put together 

$1400 to build a “Pietenpol Air Camper” parasol wing aircraft with 
a Continental A-65 engine. 

After a few hours of flying time, a member crashed the aircraft 
and they had to rebuild it. 

Experience in the Pietenpol and subsequent hours in a Fleet 
Canuck gave Walter his first solo and Private Pilot License in 
1961 for a whopping $245! 

(the Government subsidized $200 of the usual $445 cost)  

If you are interested in seeing your Experimental Aircraft and Bio in a monthly 
Newsletter, please contact our Editor, Marcus Pfeiffer by email. Please be sure to submit 

a high resolution photo of yourself as well as photos of the aircraft. 
(Keep emails down to 8MB maximum size. Send separate emails if necessary) 

Webmaster@EAA65.org 

...continued Page 4 

Walter welding hangar doors 

Pietenpol Aircamper 
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Walter Wiegels and C-FPBG ...continued 
 
In 1963, at the height of the cold war, Walter and three companions planned to meet down in Texas to 
make some extra “entrepreneurial income”. Having purchased two cars, with fresh “paper” temporary 
license plates, they decided to buy a load of “Texan merchandise” and hide it in the door panels of the 
two cars and cross the boarder into Mexico. In an effort to avoid the extra time and expense of 
registering both vehicles, they decided on the cheaper 
alternative of duplicating one set of papers for both cars. 
Deciding to cross the boarder, behind each other at the 
same booth, in hindsight, was a bad idea. Walter, being in 
car number two was the lucky recipient of the boarder 
guard’s scrutiny! 
 
Without any help from the quickly disappearing tail-lights 
of his friends in car number one, Walter was left to fend for 
himself and after a few hours of story telling and a bit of 
bribe money, he was allowed to pass into Mexico with the 
car and all contents, nobody being any wiser regarding the 
cargo hidden within. 
 
As luck would have it, he found his fickle friends in Mexico 
City and they, together, pressed on to Nicaragua. 

It didn’t take them long to sell all of the “merchandise” to taxi drivers who always felt exposed, 
threatened and needed a little insurance policy in the glove box. The extra car was also quickly sold. A 
tidy profit was made all around. 

Before heading back to the “Great White North”, a little sunshine indulgence was in order. During a trip 
to the beach, Walter and his fickle friend got into an argument. Having only his swimming trunks on and 
all of his possessions in the car, Walters friend took off and left him stranded there. Lucky for Walter, a 
nagging conscience caused his friend to rethink his decision and return for Walter. 

After all of the “fun” in Central America, Walter returned to Canada and in 1964 moved to Hamilton 
Mountain. 

Walter built up his flying hours taking up Jumpers at Burnaby, Ontario, just east of Dunville. During his 
time flying jumpers at Lake Erie, the worst civilian skydiving accident in history happened to another 
drop pilot. On August 28, 1967, a WWII B-25 Mitchell mistakenly dropped 19 skydivers 8 kilometres off 
of the shore of Lake Erie in cloud cover due to an ATC location mixup with another aircraft. All but 2 
drowned. 

The distinctive Gull Wing of the Jodell 

...continued Page 5 
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Walter Wiegels and C-FPBG ...continued 
 
Flying in Mount Hope as an instructor pilot paved the way to a new duty as Test Pilot. Among many 
other aircraft, Walter test flew Jack Wiebe’s Piel Emeraude, Cavalier and Rand Robinson KR2. He flew 
Volmer Amphibian, Falconar Teal Amphibian, Parasol Air Camper and finally, in 1972, Ed Johancsik’s 
$3500 homebuilt Jodell D-11. 
It was this Jodell, which would earn Ed Johancsik the 
Keith Hopkinson Memorial Award for Outstanding 
Canadian Homebuilt Aircraft in 1972. Being a machinist, 
Ed meticulously made many of the parts himself and 
made some modifications to the original Jodell design. 
Evidence of the quality of Ed’s construction is the very 
low maintenance 42-year operational history of the 
aircraft. It is even still covered by the original fabric and 
paint! 
In time, Walter and friend, Larry Woods each bought a 
half share of the Jodell. As tail-draggers often will do, 
Walter nosed over the Jodell and suffered a prop strike. 
Larry, having lost confidence in the aircraft, sold his half 
to Walter. The original Continental C-85 engine was 
replaced with the current Continental O-200, which was 
recovered from a mid-air-collision “Ultimate” aircraft. 
The Jodel is a very well-behaved 2½ seat flyer which stalls straight and level at just under 40 kts. It 
cruises at 105 kts and uses 5 gph of fuel. It has a service ceiling of 15,000’. Total time on the aircraft is 
3000 hours. 
Walter is one of our most active members and is currently serving on the Board of Directors of EAA 
Chapter 65. You’ll see him almost every VFR day and can count on him to fly along on every excursion. 
After 4000 hours of flying, Walter now has a medical requirement to fly with another licensed pilot. You 
will always see William or Peter flying right seat with him. 
 
Many thanks Walter, for an entertaining life’s story! See you around the club! 

A familiar sight: Walter with William on-board 

Ed Johancsik proudly displaying the Keith 
Hopkinson Memorial Trophy in 1972 

You can always count on Walter to fly out 
with the Club for the “$100 Hamburger” 
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We are currently in the process of organizing and centralizing all record keeping and documentation of 
the EAA Chapter 65. 
 
Our club and its history is 55 years old. Most of the original members are gone and many memories 
have already been lost. 
Photographs and News Articles are fading as much as the memories themselves. 
 
We would like to gather together any photographs, documents and articles making up the history of the 
club and file them away in an organized system. 
We would also like to digitize everything and store it away electronically along with backup copies. 
 
If you have anything that chronicles EAA Chapter 65 in any way, we would appreciate if you could pass it along to the club, or at very least, 
lend it for the purpose of scanning and duplication. 
 
Please take the opportunity to save the history of the club and bring the materials to one of the next few meetings. If that isn’t convenient, 
please pass it along to someone who can attend. 
 
You may also elect to send electronic copies via email to Secretary@EAA65.org  
 

Program Suggestions / Requests 

 

If you have suggestions for speakers, program topics, or if you would like to share your story or 
knowledge on matters of interest to our chapter, please let Joe Brunski know. 

Programs Director, Joe Brunski: Programs@EAA65.org 

This Month’s Contributors: 
 
Ferg Kyle 
Nora Johancsik 
William Yaworski 
 
Marcus Pfeiffer (Editor) 

Hope to see you all at the 
EAA Chapter 65 

Christmas Party 
 on Friday, December 12 

@ 7:30 pm in the 
EAA Clubhouse 

 at Stoney Creek Airport 

...and have a 

[tÑÑç axã lxtÜ4 
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RV6 For Sale          $72,000 

For Rent  /  Flight Share 

For your For Sale / For Rent or Wanted Ad, 
just submit a photo and text to 

Webmaster@EAA65.org 
No charge. No size limits. 

1946 Aeronca Champ 7 AC For Sale 

5975 hrs TT 
Continental A65-8 
Main and Rods - 2011 
Second A65-8 (Disassembled with flanged crank) 
Federal 1500 Skis and Bushings 
STS Hand Held Radio / 5ah Battery & Solar Cell 
Magellan 315 GPS 
Hushacom Intercom 
Owner Maintenance since 2001 
Logs back to 1966 / US Logs to 1950 (N83349) 
Always hangared. Same owner for 40 years 
Fly on 3.5 gph mogas 
$20,000 OBO 
Call Craig at 905-957-3672 

Please e-mail for more information 
ramon1234@gmail.com 

410 hrs TT 
Lycoming A1A 180 hp  
Sensenich Fixed Pitch Propeller 
JPI Fuel Flow Gauge                                                         
Dynon D10A and autopilot servos 
Dynon Heated Pitot  
Kannad 406 ELT 
GPS Garmin Aera 560 
Transponder KT76A 
Odessey Battery 
Bell Tailwheel Yoke 
Stereo Intercom PM3000 
Garmin SL30 
ADF KR87 
Certified for IFR 
Call George at 647-588-8544 

For Sale           

AERO CLASSIC TUBE  800-4 
(valve TR12). Brand new, 
never used still in unopened 
Aircraft Spruce package. 
Part # 06-00821 
listed at $159.50 U.S. 
Will sell for $100.00 Canadian 
Oldrich Pergl 
e-mail: pergl@primus.ca 
Phone : (905)388-8039 
Cell: (905)645-4615 

For Sale: 
4 EAM UXF-35 Aviation Inflatable 
life vest 
Paid $80.00 plus tax at Aircraft Spruce. 
Colour is Yellow. 
Brand new in sealed packs. 
 
$50.00 each or $175.00 for all 4 
 
Call Gary at 289-649-0665 
gwpent@gmail.com 


