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Next Meeting: Friday April 10, 2015 @ 7:30pm at Stoney Creek Airport 
As always, guests are welcome to attend! 

Speaker - Monthly Meeting 
 
Our long time EAA65 member and former president, Jaime Alexandre will 
talk about affordable flying, and the possibilities of scratch building an 
aircraft from raw materials, rather than a kit.   
 
Many prospective homebuilders have lamented about the high cost of 
airplane kits. Jaime will show you that it does not have to be that 
way. Jaime will focus on the possibilities of building an aircraft from raw 
materials. He will share some of his experiences and knowledge gained 
from scratch building his Geo powered Nessa homebuilt, which he flies 
from his farm airstrip and in which he’s logged more than 1500 hours flight 
time. 
 
For the new members, who may not be familiar with him, Jim Alexandre is a 
brilliant, self-educated entrepreneur, who started out as a car mechanic and 
who now owns a very successful Hyundai dealership. 
 
Jaime’s love of aviation led him to become an aircraft designer, aircraft 
builder, test pilot and Federal Delegated Amateur Builder Inspector. Jim is a 
co-founding director of Canada’s MD-RA inspection program, responsible 
for training and maintaining over fifty inspectors currently across Canada, and releasing all flight authorities for 
Ontario to all new amateur-builts. The MD-RA approves all amateur-built imports into Canada, and inspects 
projects that Canadians have or are building outside of Canada. 
 
http://www.md-ra.com/en/ 
 
Jim has built several airplanes, and he’s also converted auto engines into aircraft platforms by designing and 
building his own gear drives. He has over 1500 hours flying his converted auto engines alone. Jim is currently 
building an RV9 and working on a Cessna 175 that will have the latest touch screen Garmin EFIS display with a 3 
axis auto pilot. The Continental G0-300 engine will become a totally modern system using a couple of sensors to 
monitor the cam gear position and two independent computers will control the firing of the 6 spark plugs while the 
pilot will select the computer delivering the fuel.  
 

...continued page 2 
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Gone West 

 

Our heartfelt condolences go out to Jack, Mike and Lee Anne on the loss 
of our dear friend and member, Mary Wiebe. 

Mary passed away peacefully at home on March 23rd at the age of 82, 
after a courageous battle with lung cancer. 

Mary was born in Czechoslovakia and came to Camden Ontario with her 
parents at age 6. 

After excelling at school, Mary joined Bell Canada where she retired as a 
business office manager. Before and during her retirement she 
volunteered with various charitable organizations, was on the executive of 
parent-teacher councils, served as a returning officer for Elections Ontario 
and was constituency secretary for a Member of Parliament. She was a founding member of several 
citizens’ committees and served a three year term as a Hamilton Port Authority director. 
While Mary was a long-time resident of the former City of Stoney Creek, her political influence spanned 
municipally, provincially and federally. 
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Jaime Alexandre ...continued 
 
This airplane will use a CAN line to share data between the systems which include the engine, home assembled 
computers, two EFIS displays, auto pilot system, engine instruments and body computer that operates one of the 
two electrical systems. It will also have Bluetooth capability to transfer iPad flight plans direct to the Nav side of 
the EFIS and so much more. 
 
This is certainly a very ambitious and complicated project and one which illustrates some of Jaime’s many 
talents. And even though he has the technical and financial means to build and fly very sophisticated aircraft, 
Jaime thoroughly enjoys the basic and simple, scratch built Nessa which he built more than 15 years ago. He will 
show us that simple and affordable flying is much more accessible than many realize and every bit as fulfilling as 
the latest technically advanced aircraft. 

Jaime taking off from his grass strip in his Geo powered Nessa 
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Cross Country Scenery: 
 
Joe Brunski is enjoying his newly painted Cessna Cardinal 177RG and has made a couple of 
flights in recent weeks to Montreal and Boston. He sent in a number of stunning photographs 
that need to be seen!  

There’s nothing quite as breathtaking as the big city lights on a calm clear night flight! 
If you look carefully, St. Catharines can be seen in the distance. 

The CN Tower, 

Skydome, 

Bluffers Park and 

Lake Ontario’s 

Shoreline from 

the 2500’ 

perspective that 

few people ever 

experience. 

...continued page 4 
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Message from the Programs Director: 

 

If you’re interested in joining us for a 
breakfast flight, drop me an email... don’t 
be shy... let me know when you’re 
available. 
Once the nice weather arrives, members 
often fly on Saturday or Sunday mornings 
to area airports. 
Flying decisions are often made the day 
before, depending on the weather 
conditions. Once I know who’s interested in 
participating, and how many seats are 
available, I can pair you up with a pilot. It 
may take one or two tries depending on 
your schedule and seat availability, but this 
is normal, so don’t sweat it if this happens. 
There’s minimal to no cost, although pilots/
owners appreciate a contribution towards 
the fuel cost, or a free breakfast, in 
exchange for a buddy flight. 
Buddy flying is always more fun than flying 
alone, plus you’ll get the chance to get to 
know your fellow Chapter members better. 
Drop me an email at 
Programs@EAA65.org  

Cross Country Scenery ...continued 
 
On his return trip from Boston last Thursday, Joe encountered 55 to 65 knot winds at 6000 feet 
with a headwind component of 45 knots! It made for a bumpy ride over the Catskill Mountains. 

 
 
Thousand 
Islands 
 
 

St. Lawrence 
River 

 
 

Thousand 
Islands 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Finger Lakes 
N.Y. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

42 Knot 
Headwind! 
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Understanding your Aircraft Insurance Policy 

Most private aircraft policies written in Canada today follow a similar format 
where they make a fairly broad sweeping statement of what is covered, add 
some frill coverages and then use the rest of the policy to list a series of 
conditions and exclusions to those coverages.  What you end up with is a 
policy which covers all risks, SUBJECT to the conditions of the policy and 
EXCEPT for what is specifically excluded. 

Therefore, it is just as important to understand these conditions and exclusions as it is to know what is 
included.  

This would be simple to achieve if all policies were nicely organized and laid out under the same 
headings.  But the reality is that conditions and exclusions may be dispersed throughout the policy and 
even disguised as definitions.  In general, they may not be easy to find.  

Following are some of the more common ones that appear in most private aircraft policies.  This is not 
an exhaustive list nor is it exactly how it may be worded in your own policy, but likely they exist in some 
format or another: 
Time-life Components: The Insurance Company is only obligated to pay the prorated amount of the 
unused time on your engine, prop or any other time-life components on the aircraft following an 
accident.  For example, at the time of an accident you had 1500 hours on the engine and as a result of 
the damage, the engine needs to be replaced.  Your Insurance Company will only pay for 25% of the 
new engine (assuming the TBO is 2000 hours); 
Overweight:  A claim can be denied if an aircraft is overweight or outside of its permissible centre of 
gravity per the Pilot Operating Handbook at the time of the accident; 
Wear & Tear:  Any loss caused by wear and tear, deterioration, or mechanical failure is not normally 
covered under an aircraft policy.  However, if it results in an accident, the resulting damage would 
normally be covered; 
Pilot: There is no accidental death or dismemberment coverage or life insurance available to the pilot 
under an aircraft policy.  Some of the broader policies may include some immediate medical expenses 
for the pilot; 
Aircraft Configuration: Coverage could be denied if the aircraft’s undercarriage configuration is 
different than originally quoted or indicated on the policy.  For example, your original application 
declared that your aircraft was operating on wheels, but three months into the policy you install floats. 
If you forget to advise the Insurance Company, you may not have coverage if your aircraft has an 
accident on floats; 
Passenger Baggage: Most policies will cover loss or damage of passenger baggage, however this 
would exclude items such as money, securities, commercial paper, jewellery, precious stones and other 
articles of extraordinary value that may have been damaged or lost as a result of an aircraft accident; 
Intentional Damage or Illegal Use: Obviously there is no coverage for bodily injury or property 
damage that is caused by you intentionally or if you were using the aircraft for any illegal activities at the 
time of the loss; 
 

...continued page 6 

Article courtesy of the 
COPA Website at 

www.copanational.org/FPDec12-4En.cfm 
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Understanding your Aircraft Insurance Policy ...continued 
 
Noise and Pollution: Loss due to Noise and/or Pollution is excluded unless it is as a result of an 
accident covered under the policy.  So make sure your aircraft isn’t leaking any fluids onto the ground 
that may cause environmental remediation (although it would have to be a large quantity or happening 
over a long period of time); 
War, Seizure or Hijacking:  This common exclusion can vary depending on the insurance 
company.  But what you want to watch out for is that your policy doesn’t have one of the more 
restrictive exclusions which do not cover malicious acts and/or vandalism; 
Invalid Certificate of Airworthiness: If the aircraft is involved in an accident and at the time of the 
accident the Certificate of Airworthiness was invalid, coverage can be denied. Many things can 
invalidate your Certificate of Airworthiness, ranging from not properly filling out the journey log, to being 
over weight, to flying after the annual inspection is due.  
Unapproved or Unqualified Pilots:  One of the more common reasons that a claim gets denied is that 
at the time of the accident it was being operated by an unapproved or unqualified pilot.  Aircraft 
insurance is not like car insurance.  Most policies require that pilots be approved by the Insurance 
Company.  In addition, your policy will likely have a condition and exclusion around an approved pilot 
having the appropriate license, permit or rating for the type of aircraft as well as holding a valid 
medical.  This becomes a very important consideration if you let others fly your aircraft or if you have 
partners in the aircraft.  You could be sitting at home watching “Ice Pilots” on the television when your 
partner has an accident with the aircraft and coverage is denied because he forgot to renew his 
medical.  In order to make this a bit easier to manage, the COPA VIP Insurance program recently 
introduced an Open Pilot Clause (with some minimum conditions) for those occasions where you need 
to have your aircraft ferried or flown by a pilot at the last minute; 
Financial Loss: Most private policies will exclude any coverage for financial loss brought about as a 
result of being unable to use your aircraft following an accident.  But there are a couple of neat policies 
available to private aircraft owners (including COPA’s VIP Policy) which do have some coverage for trip 
interruption or the extra expense for renting a substitute aircraft.  For example, if you have a prop strike 
200 miles from home, wouldn’t it be nice to know that your policy will pay for you to get home? 
Employees: Most aircraft owners don’t realize that bodily injury to employees if injured in the course of 
their employment is normally excluded from a private aircraft policy.  It is not uncommon for an aircraft 
to be registered to the owner’s business.  If one of your employees joins you on a business trip and is 
injured as a result of an accident in the aircraft, the liability coverage may not respond under your 
policy.  The reason for this is because in Canada there is an expectation that employers purchase 
Workers Compensation for their employees.  However Workers Compensation doesn’t always apply 
and may not be purchased by your company depending on the type of business or province or 
territory.  If you use your aircraft for business take the extra time to request some contingent coverage 
in event Workers Compensation does not respond to a loss (this is automatically included as part of the 
COPA VIP Insurance Program); 
Contracts: Accepting liability of a third party or waiving the Insurance Company’s right to subrogate 
against a third party without permission from your Insurance Company can void your insurance.  Make 
sure you send any contracts you are asked to sign with respect to your aircraft or aircraft hangar to your 
Insurance Broker for review.  The most common example of this would be an airport or hangar lease; 
 

...continued page 7 
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Understanding your Aircraft Insurance Policy ...continued 
 
Territory Exclusions:  Most private policies do not provide worldwide coverage.  Be sure to review the covered 
territory before you plan your trip to Alaska, the Caribbean or Central America.  Whereas Continental US, Canada 
and Mexico are standard in most policies, only a few policies, including COPA’s VIP Insurance, also include the 
Caribbean and Alaska; 
Aircraft Use:  Take a few minutes to review the definition of ‘Use” in your policy.  Typically most private policies 
will define private use versus commercial use in the definition section of your policy and then exclude any 
commercial use.  Be weary of policies that use the definition of “Private” Use to dictate what is covered or 
excluded.  For example, your policy may exclude one or more of the following activities under the definition of 
“Private” Use:   
- rental of aircraft; 
- aerobatics and formation flying; 
- hunting; 
- powerline and pipeline patrol; 
- fire-fighting;  
- intentional dropping, spraying or releasing of anything from the aircraft (i.e., watch out for this if you are 
participating in a flour bombing event); 
- experimental flying or competitive flying; 
- any flying in connection with an air show, competition, flying exhibition, or air display; 
Note: None of the above are specifically excluded from the COPA VIP Policy unless they are commercial in nature 
(see our policy definition for more information). 
Date Recognition Exclusion:  many policies excluded losses just prior to Y2K in fear of what the “00” date might 
do to computers and other technologies.  Since then, only a few policies have reversed this exclusion.  Aircraft 
owners with newer technologies should be aware of this potential exclusion and ask to have it put back in or 
choose a different carrier (i.e., COPA VIP). 

In addition to these exclusions explained above, you still need to pay attention to the additional frill coverages 
each policy has to offer.  Some are low risk “throw-ins”, but most are worth the extra few dollars if you do find 
yourself in an aircraft accident.  Insurance rates on aircraft are at an all time low, so it is an excellent time to 
consider spending a little bit more for these extra coverages or for increasing the liability limits you currently carry 
on your passengers. 

Private pilots in North America enjoy one of the most generous insurance coverage offerings in the world.  In the 
last two decades, Canadian Insurance Companies have spent a lot of resources developing policies to meet the 
best interests of their customers.  However, exclusions, conditions and specific definitions do exist and if you don’t 
have the time or inclination to read your policy, then please discuss them with your broker and make an informed 
decision when purchasing your next insurance policy.  

If you would like more information on these exclusions or have any other coverage related questions, please 
contact COPA’s VIP Insurance Broker and trusted Partner, The Magnes Group Inc at 1-855-VIP-COPA (847-
2672) or VIPCOPA@magnesaviation.com. 

The Magnes Group Inc. is one of the largest Canadian Aviation Insurance Brokerages and proud to be the 
program administrator of COPA’s aircraft hull and liability program. 
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Programs Director, Joe Brunski: Programs@EAA65.org  905-746-3593 

Program Suggestions / Requests 

 

If you have suggestions for speakers, program topics, or if you would like to share your story or 
knowledge on matters of interest to our chapter, please let Joe Brunski know. 

A reminder folks… The BIG THAW is almost upon us 
and with that comes very wet and soft turf. 
 
Under no circumstances should you allow your aircraft to 
leave the runway or apron! Not even one inch! The damage 
and upheaval of the turf can be quite hazardous, especially 
closest to the edge of the Runway. 
If you are backtracking, PLEASE do so at the very end of the 
Runway! 
We don’t want to lose our Operations Director to a lengthy 
prison incarceration due to aggravated assault or homicide. 

This Month’s Contributors: 
 
Joe Brunski 
Marcus Pfeiffer (Editor) 

CPF6 will have the benefit of having a Cessna 150 Aerobat for 
aerobatic training and endorsement available this summer! 

The change of seasons is a time of the year in which we experience some drastic changes in temperature from day to day. 
 
Please keep in mind that aviation gas expands and contracts with temperature changes. When  you refuel your plane take this 
into consideration when you decide how much to put in the tanks. The “Thermal Expansion Coefficient” of 100LL AvGas causes 
it to expand in volume by approximately 1% for every 10°C temperature increase. 
For instance; if you top off your aircraft with 40 US Gallons (~150 Litres) of fuel at -10°C, potentially 3 Litres of fuel will pour out 
of the overflows by the time the temperature climbs to 10°C. 
We have already had an incident, but luckily members were around to quickly deal with the situation by cleaning the spilled gas 
and removing more from the tanks before further expansion caused additional spillage. 
Be aware and let’s be proactive to prevent further risks. 
 
Happy flying!  - Aldo Campodonico, President – EAA 65 
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RV6 For Sale          $72,000 1946 Aeronca Champ 7 AC For Sale 

5975 hrs TT 
Continental A65-8 
Main and Rods - 2011 
Second A65-8 (Disassembled with flanged crank) 
Federal 1500 Skis and Bushings 
STS Hand Held Radio / 5ah Battery & Solar Cell 
Magellan 315 GPS 
Hushacom Intercom 
Owner Maintenance since 2001 
Logs back to 1966 / US Logs to 1950 (N83349) 
Always hangared. Same owner for 40 years 
Fly on 3.5 gph mogas 
$20,000 OBO 
Call Craig at 905-957-3672 

410 hrs TT 
Lycoming A1A 180 hp  
Sensenich Fixed Pitch Propeller 
JPI Fuel Flow Gauge                                                         
Dynon D10A and autopilot servos 
Dynon Heated Pitot  
Kannad 406 ELT 
GPS Garmin Aera 560 
Transponder KT76A 
Odessey Battery 
Bell Tailwheel Yoke 
Stereo Intercom PM3000 
Garmin SL30 
ADF KR87 
Certified for IFR 
Call George at 647-588-8544 

For Sale           

AERO CLASSIC TUBE  800-4 
(valve TR12). Brand new, 
never used still in unopened 
Aircraft Spruce package. 
Part # 06-00821 
listed at $159.50 U.S. 
Will sell for $100.00 Canadian 
Oldrich Pergl 
e-mail: pergl@primus.ca 
Phone : (905)388-8039 
Cell: (905)645-4615 

We are currently in the process of organizing and centralizing all record keeping and documentation of 
the EAA Chapter 65. 
 
Our club and its history is 55 years old. Most of the original members are gone and many memories 
have already been lost. 
Photographs and News Articles are fading as much as the memories themselves. 
 
We would like to gather together any photographs, documents and articles making up the history of the 
club and file them away in an organized system. 
We would also like to digitize everything and store it away electronically along with backup copies. 
 
If you have anything that chronicles EAA Chapter 65 in any way, we would appreciate if you could pass it along to the club, or at very least, 
lend it for the purpose of scanning and duplication. 
 
Please take the opportunity to save the history of the club and bring the materials to one of the next few meetings. If that isn’t convenient, 
please pass it along to someone who can attend. 
 
You may also elect to send electronic copies via email to Secretary@EAA65.org  
 
Thanks in advance for your co-operation! 
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For your For Sale / For Rent or Wanted Ad, 
just submit a photo and text to 

Webmaster@EAA65.org 
No charge. No size limits. 

For Sale           

Garmin 296 portable GPS.  
Perfect working order.   
Price:  $495 
INCLUDES THE FOLLOWING: 

 GARMIN GPSMAP 296 

 YOKE MOUNT 

 OEM GARMIN MOUNT 

 CIGARETTE LIGHTER POWER CABLE   

 USB PC DATA CABLE    

 BATTERY THAT HOLDS LONG CHARGE  

 110V POWER ADAPTER 
 (great for indoor flight planning & charging) 

 PILOT'S GUIDE (complete owner's manual)*  
 
Contact Joe Brunski @  905-746-3593 
or jbrunski@clearpak.com 

For Sale: 
4 EAM UXF-35 Aviation Inflatable 
life vest 
Paid $80.00 plus tax at Aircraft Spruce. 
Colour is Yellow. 
Brand new in sealed packs. 
 
$50.00 each or $175.00 for all 4 
 
Call Gary at 289-649-0665 
gwpent@gmail.com 

For Rent  /  Flight Share 

Please e-mail for more information 
ramon1234@gmail.com 


