
EAA Chapter 65 is on the Web 

November 11, 2019 marks the 101st year 

since the end of hostilities in the “Great 

War” and our annual remembrance for the 

men and women who have served, and 

continue to serve their country during 

times of war, conflict and peace. 

 

The Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum 

will be hosting a special indoor 

Remembrance Day service. The service 
will also recognize the valiant men and 

women of today's Canadian Forces who 

build upon the honoured, sacred legacy of our fallen heroes. Accomplished Canadian author, journalist and 

broadcaster Ted Barris returns once again as the guest speaker. 

The Museum offers limited seating with additional standing room, so it is best 

to arrive early. Weather permitting, the Lancaster and B-25 Mitchell along 

with a RCAF Hercules will perform a flypast for the service at 11:02 am. 

While airborne, they will also fly over several other services including 

downtown Hamilton, Brantford, Caledonia, Ancaster, Burlington, Stoney 

Creek, Dundas, Ancaster & Grimsby. 

The service will also be broadcast live on CHCH-TV or stream 

at CHCH.com/live. 

Remembrance Day  

The Spirit of AviationThe Spirit of AviationThe Spirit of Aviation   
November 2019 Members’ Monthly Newsletter 

EAA Chapter 65 • HamiltonEAA Chapter 65 • Hamilton  

The Experimental Aircraft Association - Chapter 65 - Hamilton, founded in July of 1959, meets on the second Thursday of 

every month, highlighted by riveting guest speakers, special interest presentations, chapter videos and some great summer 

BBQs! A love for aviation is the only criteria we ask of our members. Some are pilots, some have been pilots in the past, 

some are training to fly and some are not. Some are building their own aircraft, some volunteer to help them, and some 

will just dream about it. It really boils down to common interests, camaraderie, passion and friendship. 

Chapter 65 encourages guests to attend our monthly meetings and discover our passion for flight! 

facebook 

Facebook.com/EAA65 

Instagram.com/EAA65 

Twitter.com/EAA65 

WebsiteWebsiteWebsite   

www.EAA65.org 

The Annual General Meeting of the club will be held on Thursday 

November 14th in the Thomson-Gordon Lounge, above the Cafe 

at the Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum at 7pm. Come early and browse the Aircraft Exhibits! 

This is where official business, including election of Board members, occurs. Any change to the by-laws of the corporation 

are also done at this meeting. The Board will be recommending a by-law change that the number of Board members be 

reduced from eight to six. The main reason that the Board is recommending this change is because there is a lot of 

volunteer time and effort being spent at Board meetings helping to manage the fairly simple “business” of the club, when 

that time and effort could be better spent working on the fun things that make 

the club more vibrant and interesting.   

Put differently, we hope that by simplifying the business piece, we can attract 

more volunteers to help with the non-business fun.   

This is certainly made easier by the fact that we don’t have a large hangar 

complex to manage, and it won’t change the corporate legal requirements to 

have a president, secretary and treasurer named from within the elected Board 

of Directors.  

Please join us at the AGM to help plan our future together! 

Annual  General  Meet ing  
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What does the year 2020 hold for our club? 

 

It’s been a year since we settled our affairs at Stoney Creek Airport, and the sky has not fallen!  As 

communicated at last years AGM, 2019 was intended to be a low key year of fun meetings, including a 

celebration of our sixtieth anniversary.  Without a physical home, emphasis was put on making sure we had good 

monthly meetings and finding temporary homes for them. 

 

With 2020 looming, the Board recently sat down to set some priorities going forward. This article describes 

those priorities and – more importantly – some ways that we hope the membership at large can and will 

contribute. 

 

In no particular order, we are hoping to focus on four things in 2020. 

 

Priority 1) Get our existing members to renew membership for 2020 quickly and easily. 

Every year, the membership director spends a huge amount of time chasing late payments, and the whole Board 

ends up helping. Almost everyone has good intentions to pay, so why not pay now? That way it’s done, there’s 

no hard feelings because you got hassled, and the Board has more time and energy to do productive things. In 

the last couple of years we’ve expanded the way in which we can take payments, so it’s easier than ever. 

What can you do to help? If you haven’t yet paid, why not stop reading and pay your $55 right now. How? 

 You can make an e-transfer payment to PAYMENTS@EAA65.ORG 
 You can mail a cheque to EAA Chapter 65 at our treasurer’s address.  3114 Splendour Place, Mississauga, 

ON, L5M 6V9 

 Or, if you’re coming to the AGM on November 14th, bring a cheque. Or bring your credit card and pay 

electronically. 

This is the best $55 you can spend on a hobby, and this year – without hangar revenues – the club needs that 

revenue more than ever. Thank you! 

 

Priority 2) Keep up our trend of having great member meetings, even though our pool of ideas is 

drying up. 

Joe Brunski – our programs director – has done a great job of pulling good speakers out of a hat virtually every 

month for years. Program directors before him have done likewise. While Joe loves the job, even he admits that 

the ideas of one guy eventually start to dry up. I am personally afraid that unless we all find ways help to keep 

our monthly meetings fun and interesting, we will fall into the same status that we see in EAA Chapters 

everywhere – six or eight guys sitting around a table telling the same old airplane stories. Now don’t get me 

wrong, there’s nothing wrong with sitting around a table talking airplanes! But it seems kind of limiting when we 

have 80 members, each of whom probably has a unique story to tell or has two friends that do cool stuff and 

would love to talk about it.    

What can you do to help? Volunteer to join a subcommittee with Joe to keep the ideas flowing. Or just come 

forward with one idea. It doesn’t have to be limited to a speaker at a meeting. Going somewhere for a visit is 

always fun. Or consider telling your own story of a trip or technology (it’s easy – we’re a pretty accepting 

bunch). While we’re on that topic, remember that while we all like airplanes, that probably also means that we 

like technology, engines, ways to build things, etc. 

 

Priority 3) Organize a club trip to Oshkosh 2020, taking 

advantage of EAA’s offer of nice club camping areas. 

If you’ve been to OSH, you’ve probably seen all those banners 

flying for different chapters in Camp Scholler.  To make that 

easier, EAA has recently put together a program whereby a 

chapter can “buy” a group of campsites at a good price, then 

pack it with members tents, campers, whatever. EAA staff will 

stake this area out in advance (and we understand that it’s in a 

premium place). By doing this the chapter establishes a 

beachhead from which to have the full Airventure experience.  

This is a first come - first served opportunity, with the registration window opening in January 2020.   

What can you do to help?  Tell us quickly if you’re interested. Or better yet, can you help to coordinate a 

Chapter 65 trip? This seems like a great opportunity, a great trip and a great friendship building experience.  

Whether it’s your first time or your twentieth, whether you fly or drive, this is a way to share costs, friendship 

and fun! With a decent campsite guaranteed, perhaps this is a good excuse to go early and volunteer, or just 

watch airplanes arrive. There’s some logistics management that we’re trying to learn about. But it’s a pretty safe 

bet that we’ll have to get our chapter name into OSH in January, and probably take some deposits from 
interested parties. Let’s do this in 2020! The dates are July 20-26. You can learn more at 

eaa.org/eaa/eaa-chapters/chaptergram-articles/2016-06-chapter-camping-at-airventure-now-available. 

EAA Chapter 65 President 

Mike Wiebe 

 

President@EAA65.org 

EAA Chapter 65 Programs Director 

Joe Brunski 

 

Programs@EAA65.org 

mailto:PAYMENTS@EAA65.ORG
https://www.eaa.org/eaa/eaa-chapters/chaptergram-articles/2016-06-chapter-camping-at-airventure-now-available
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mailto:Programs@EAA65.org
mailto:Programs@EAA65.org
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Priority 4) Figure out the right solution for a new club home and begin to act on it. 

This is the biggie. We miss having a home, and it’s time to figure out what that should look like for the next 

generation of our club. Combine that with the fact that there are interesting things going on at Grimsby, York 

and the new Smithville Airport. It just seems that the time is right.   

What can you do to help?  Be part of this decision and the action going forward! We’ve learned a lot from 

our past experiences and we’d like to make sure that we don’t forget that learning. But there’s a ton of good 

ideas still to capture.   Some of the questions include: 

 Should it be at an airport or a different community location? We’re pretty sure an airport makes sense. But 

we don’t want to get locked into that sort of assumption “just because”. For example, we are a not-for-

profit agency intended to introduce aviation to others. Should we consider locating at a school, or at least 

doing some meetings there? 

 If at an airport, which one, and what would be acceptable terms for an agreement? 

 What should “it” look like? Does it include a clubhouse (probably)? A shop/maintenance facility (possibly)? 

Hangars (maybe not)? 

 Can we build it through volunteer effort (like our founding fathers did), or are we not committed to that 

 How do we pay for it? In the past, hangar rental and fuel sales have been the money generators that paid for 

everything. Is that still appropriate? Should we rent the meeting space out to other community groups?  

Should we rent a maintenance facility out for aircraft repair, or non-aircraft work? We have money in the 

bank – should we operate at a loss? 

There’s lots to think about.  But we’d prefer to get the thinking done and the action started.  Many hands make 
light work. Can we count on you?  

 

Next steps: 

That’s a pretty aggressive list of actions, even though it’s already prioritized. The Board recognizes that it can’t do 

these things if it’s only the Board doing it. So we look for your help. 

By the way, you might be interested to know the list of things we considered and did not include in the 2020 

priorities: 

 Organized Young Eagles flights – in the recent past it’s been difficult to get volunteers to do this, and it’s 

tougher without a home. These are solvable issues for the future. 

 Growing our membership – we need a stable location that can offer an interesting environment for learning 

and fun before it’s worth a heavy effort on membership growth. 

 Completing our club airplane project – In the short term, this is volunteer effort that we need in other 

places.  In the long term, while William has been generous in the use of his shop, we need a permanent spot 

for building and more importantly for storing the airplane at reasonable cost after it is flying. 

 Getting involved with the Ray Aviation scholarship – this is an OSH paid scholarship that can give a young 

person a start towards a career in aviation.  It’s likely a perfect fit for us, but again, right now we need to 

volunteer effort directed at getting a home.   

 

Please come out to the AGM on November 14th.  We need your vote, but more importantly we need your help 

to move these initiatives forward. 

 

Mike 

...continued from previous page 
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Editor 
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The Canadian Warplane 
Heritage Museum 
 
9280 Airport Rd 

Mount Hope, ON  L0R 1W0 

905-679-4183 

 
Facebook 

Last year we celebrated EAA Chapter 65’s annual Christmas Party for the first time at the Canadian 

Warplane Heritage Museum and it was a resounding success! 

 

This year, we will once again celebrate Christmas among the aircraft at CWH! 

 

The 2019 EAA Chapter 65 Christmas Party is on Friday, December 6th. Tickets will be available at the 

AGM and online from the Secretary. The cost for this year’s event will be $50 until Friday November 

22nd, when we have to submit a head-count for the occasion. After that, tickets will cost $55 until 

Friday November 29th, when we have to submit a head-count for the food. There will be no tickets 

available after November 29! 

 

If you would like to join us for the Christmas party, please email Secretary@EAA65.org and make 

  arrangements to pay for and receive your tickets! 

2019 Christmas Party  
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Renewals  for  2020  

Annual EAA Chapter 65 membership fees are still only $55 

and are due before the end of the year. For this small fee, you 

have the opportunity to enjoy monthly meetings with 

awesome guest speakers, fantastic summer BBQ events, 

discounts for the much anticipated Christmas Party at the 

Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum and brilliant 

newsletters. It’s the best $55 you’ll ever spend! 

You can eTransfer your annual renewal fee to Payments@EAA65.org or renew by cash or credit 

card at the November AGM. We don’t want to deal with renewals at the Christmas party! 

Alternatively, you can mail a cheque to our mailing address. Please don’t be late. The Membership 

Director role is a volunteer position and there is no pleasure in having to hunt down membership renewals. 
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Mailing Address 

EAA Chapter 65 

3114 Splendour Place 

Mississauga, ON  L5M 6V9 

 

 

Tuesday, October 8th was such a gorgeous 

VFR day that our Phil Pozer and I both took 

the opportunity  to “play hookey” in favour of 

one of life’s guilty pleasures! Phil’s classic 1958 

Straight-Tail Cessna 172 was fueled and ready for 3 more hours on the Hobbs meter! 

Skies were cloudless and winds were 5 kts out of the South. Surprisingly, there was little to 

no turbulence for the duration! First stop was Orillia’s beautiful Lake St John Airport (CNJ4), 80km 

north of Toronto, courtesy of Grimsby Airport Manager, Gary Plummer’s fantastic 

recommendation! What a treat! Not only is this airport amid some of 

Ontario’s most stunning scenery, but it’s right beside a fantastic 

seaplane base (CNV6) and boasts the most amazing airport 

restaurant and facilities in the Province! The “Tailwinds Bar 

& Grill” is every aviation lover’s dream! Their outdoor patio itself is “A MUST” destination 

for a club fly-out in summer 2020! 

According to the airport manager, reservations 

are recommended on weekends, as it is very 

popular with the local “ground traffic” as well. 

As luck would have it, the day Phil and I chose 

to visit Lake St John Airport was THE only day 

it has been closed in the last 3 years! Roof work prevented them from opening it to the 

public, however, we were permitted to have a look around. A good enough excuse, but we 

were starved! 

After departing CNJ4, we made our way to an old favourite... “The Hangar Bar & Grill” at 

Edenvale Aerodrome (CNV8), and luckily placed our order just minutes before the arrival 

of 19 senior citizens, announcing that they want separate cheques. 

Member Exper iences  
Submitted by Marcus Pfeiffer 

A Clear, Cloudless Sky over Stoney Creek 

Phil’s Classic 1958 Straight-Tail Cessna 172 

Tailwinds Bar & Grill 



Flying on floats can be a pain.  It starts with the challenges of 

pre-flighting an airplane at the dock.  Scrambling around to 

check both sides of the airplane certainly does keep your 

gymnastics abilities in good form!  When the airplane sits at the 

dock, it’s important to check the fuel tanks for water, but it’s 

bad etiquette to dump the fuel in the water.  So we walk back 

to shore.  Oh, and that process of checking all the hinges for 

cotter pins?  Try that with one wing hanging 25 feet 

out over the water! 

Then there are the floats themselves.  Each float has 
eight separate watertight compartments, so that 

taking on water in one or two should not be a 

catastrophe.  That’s intended to be a safety feature 

so that the plane doesn’t sink if you hit something on landing.  However, it means you have to check 

all sixteen compartments for leaks before you fly. Rivets have been known to pop, and any of those 

compartments might easily hold 30 gallons (that’s 300 pounds) of water. That’s bad enough trying to 

get airborne.  Imagine the effect on the C of G if it was in a front or rear compartment.    

About 3 years ago, I started to consider the fact that they hadn’t leaked yesterday, or the day before, 

so I could probably safely “just go flying” today.  That same week a guy on the lake made the same 

assumption with his C-185, and it cost him a swim.  He taxied away from his dock and tried to do a 

mag check. The airplane just bogged through the water. He realized what was happening and tried to 

turn back for shore. In the process of turning, the outside float went under and the airplane went over on its 

back. So I check and pump each compartment. Religiously. At the beginning of every flying day. 

Time to untie and start up!  But wait – which do I do first?  If I start up tied to the dock like a boat, I’ve got huge 

thrust pulling my ropes tight. Besides, that front rope is tied awfully close to that spinning propeller. OK, so we’ll 

untie first. Better make sure you’re primed and ready to go, because any breeze at the dock is now not your 

friend! One foot on the dock and one on the float usually works well. Reach inside and hit the key, then jump 

onto the float and into the plane as it starts. Or jump back onto the dock and grab the plane if it doesn’t start. A 

good floatplane rule of thumb is to start the plane with mixture lean, “just in case” this all doesn’t work out. The 

plane doesn’t go too far without you that way. Don’t ask me how I know this… 

 

If we safely make it away from the dock, we 

need to remind ourselves that we’re now driving 

a 30 foot weathervane with no neutral or 

reverse gear.  Mag and prop checks at 1700 RPM 

have a whole new meaning when dodging boats. 

Also, we probably have to get this weathervane 

to taxi downwind. There’s plenty of tricks here. 

They usually involve high RPM, lots of prop spray 

and noise, big movements of the control stick, 

and a few choice words. 

Takeoff is relatively easy, since you can usually 

arrange to pick the perfect direction into the 

wind. In a future article, I’ll try to outline the 

subtleties of this process, including giving you hints on how 

to win a case of beer if you hang out at the seaplane dock 

long enough.  

After landing, that whole weathervane thing happens again. 

Fifteen knots of wind is about the maximum for taxiing 

down wind. Above fifteen, you are better to turn into the 
wind, kill the engine and drift backwards to the dock. 

Maneuvering becomes a question of playing with the 

rudders, dropping flaps and ailerons, or opening and closing 

one door at a time. And holding your tongue in the right 

position. Your last resort is a rope and a swim.  Do you see 

a theme emerging here? 

I’ve left the flying part for last, because it’s the reason I put 

up with the rest of this process. This fall was particularly 

spectacular for colours in the Algonquin region and I took a 

number of friends and fellow cottagers for flights. These 

   few pictures only give a small sense of what stunning 

       scenery there is to see.  

Fal l  at  the  Cottage  
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Submitted by Mike Wiebe 

Typical fall morning at the dock, waiting 

for the fog to burn off 

The view from 500’ on the way to 

Haliburton Stanhope field (CND4) 

for fuel. It’s a 1¼ hour drive, or 

an eight minute flight. 

Flying over the islands of Kawagama 

Lake. Notice the angle of incidence 

of the wing. This is part of the 

compromise of flying slower than 

intended because of all the extra 

stuff hanging on the bottom of your 

plane. 

A screen shot from the ForeFlight app on my iPad.  The blue dot is my 

cottage, which I have registered with Transport Canada as a water 

Aerodrome.  It won’t appear in the regular CFS, since there’s a 

separate CFS for water Aerodromes. But you can Check out CDK3 in 

your favourite app.   

Muskoka airport is in the lower left, about 27 nm southwest of me. 

Stanhope, my favourite spot for fuel, is 10 nm southeast.  



Gary Plummer and Chris Garbella taking advantage of 

beautiful weather in Gary’s Technam P92 Echo Amphib. 

Chris’ cancer has taken a stronger hold and he is not 

doing well. However, he is still in good spirits and is up 

for short visits from his friends at his home. 

Our thoughts and warm wishes are with Chris 

every day! 
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Chapter  Videos  

Due to his month’s AGM, we will not be watching our monthly Chapter Video Magazine, 

HOWEVER, this month’s edition is available for you to watch on line by clicking on the button in the 

left margin. This month’s Chapter Video Magazine features Chapter Service Awards, the Ray 

Aviation Scholarship and Corrosion Prevention Sprays on Hints for Homebuilders. 

If you’ve missed a monthly membership meeting, you can click on the link on the left panel to go to 

the Chapter Resource site and catch up on missed EAA Chapter Video Magazine episodes. 

Grimsby Airport (CNZ8) 
 
262 Mud St W, Grassie 
Ontario   L0R 1M0 
905-945-6161 
 
Elevation 631’ 
Runway 04/22: 2878’ x 40’ 
 
Facebook 

 

Website 

Member News  

Photo by Gary Plummer 

Bui ld  Corner  

Photos by William Yaworski 

Trevor Yaworski continues to make great strides 

toward the completion of his Murphy Rebel project. 

Here we see his make-shift backyard paint booth and 

the primer-covered fuselage after using alodine 

chromate conversion coating to prevent corrosion. 

https://www.facebook.com/Grimsby-Regional-Airport-382538302234923/
https://grimsbyregionalairport.ca
http://eaa.brightcovegallery.com/chapters/category/videos/2019_

