Next Meeting: Thursday May 11, 2017 @ 7:30pm at Stoney Creek Airport
Guests are ALWAYS welcome!
March Meeting Update
The EAA Chapter 65 monthly meeting is Thursday, May 11 at 7:30pm at the EAA
Clubhouse - Stoney Creek Airport - 684 Mud Street East. As always, guests are
welcome!
Our special guest speaker will be our very own astronaut, Bjarni Tryggvason.
Bjarni is a NASA trained Mission Specialist for the Space Shuttle and International
Space Station and this year marks the 20th anniversary of his 12-day mission
(STS-85) in space aboard the Space Shuttle Discovery.
Apart from his off-Earth skills, Bjarni is a
competition aerobatic pilot, flying the Pitts
Special, the Giles 202, L-39 and L-29 Jets
and the North American Harvard! In all, he
has flown over 50 types of aircraft and
possesses virtually every pilot designation
that exists.
During his presentation he will highlight his experiences on the Space
Shuttle and on flying the 100th anniversary flight of Canada’s first
powered airplane, the Silver Dart.
This promises to be an outstanding meeting! Spread the word.
Visitors are always welcome!
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On March 22nd we said goodbye to our dear
friend and long-time member, Walter Wiegels.

Walter served on the Chapter 65 Executive for many
years as Hangar Director and only stepped down from
the position in his 90th year. He was one of our most
active members, never shying away from volunteer work
and rarely missing a weekend “Buddy Flight”. As an
accomplished test pilot and flight instructor, Walter was
always helping guide members into their passion or
assuming the risks of trying out a newly completed
experimental built aircraft. His knowledge, passion and
generosity made him everybody’s friend.
Walter was self-sufficient, had full mobility and flew
almost weekly until the very end. When asked what his
secret to the Fountain of Youth was, Walter attributed it
to his daily involvement in the club, camaraderie with its
members and flying his Jodel whenever the weather allowed.
Walter was laid to rest in Our Lady of the Angels Cemetery just below the final approach for Stoney Creek’s
Runway 20. We will miss Walter dearly and he will live forever in our hearts.

Walter Wiegels (March 31, 1928 - March 22, 2017)
And death shall have no dominion.
Dead men naked they shall be one
With the man in the wind and the west moon;
When their bones are picked clean and the clean bones gone,
They shall have stars at elbow and foot;
Though they go mad they shall be sane,
Though they sink through the sea they shall rise again;
Though lovers be lost love shall not;
And death shall have no dominion.
(poem by Dylan Thomas • contributed by Eric Brent)
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Message from the President
Important Update for Our Hangar Tenants
I’m writing this, looking out the window at the rain. Even as a floatplane pilot, this is too much. I’m
looking forward to the good flying weather.
Safety update - As we enter the flying season, it’s a good time to remind everyone – and
particularly our hangar tenants – about our changing airport community. Our landlord’s expansion
has brought some challenges, and we all need to be on our toes from a safety perspective. New
tenants are not always aviation savvy, so we need to be more safe than usual. Please watch for
vehicles that are in the wrong place, including – heaven forbid – on the runway. There have also
been reports of dogs running lose. Dogs and airplanes (or cars) don’t mix well. And please remember, while it’s in our nature
to be helpful, not all of our neighbours have taken kindly to us “educating” them on these matters. If you see something that
doesn’t look correct or safe, the best thing you can do is let a member of the board know, along with specifics of time and
location. Better yet, safely snap a picture on your phone, and pass it on to William Yaworski, or any board member.
Your Insurance– our new hangar tenancy rules are now in place. Thanks to all for making it happen. We now have our first
improvement! Effective immediately it is no longer necessary for you to have EAAH as a named insured for your aircraft. We
have worked with our insurance broker to make sure that the club policy covers members in good standing, as hangar tenants.
For some of you, this will mean a savings of money.
Please be aware however, that this coverage applies to members in good standing. From a practical perspective, this means
that you have to be a good citizen of our club, and you can’t be behind in your payment of membership, hangar space, or fuel.
Hangar Fees Going Up - At its May meeting, the Board approved a hangar rate increase to $175 per month effective
September 1st, and $200 per month effective January 1st, 2018. Unfortunately, like everything in our lives, the cost of our
hobby keeps rising. I could spend a long time here “selling” the reasons for the increase. Instead let me be practical with a few
bullet points, and make the offer to have a conversation with any concerned individual.
1: We need to be better business stewards for our club assets, in that we have nothing allocated for the replacement of
our depreciating assets – a very basic but important business principle.
2: We have some important decisions looming within 2 years. As our lease comes up for renewal, we are not ready
financially for the likely impact.
3: We are very undervalued in what we charge, when compared with the “competition”.
Please be clear, this is not about making a profit. This is about keeping the value of our assets and keeping our legacy alive in
a time of rising costs. Again, if anyone has questions or concerns on this, please reach out to any board member, or call or
email me directly at mwiebe@bell.net, or 905-520-8500.
Improvements to our (volunteer) payment system. Our treasurer Mark Rataj is a busy guy doing club work. Every month
he processes all the rent cheques, sends out fuel invoices and processes those cheques, and makes all the other necessary
payment and deposits to keep us afloat. On top of that he’s always chasing those one or two that are delinquent in their
payments! As a club that runs on volunteer labour, we’re exploring ways to make this simpler. Ideas we are considering include
requiring 3 month postdated cheques for the full year from hangar tenants; requiring a deposit on fuel purchases so that you
are running in a credit position; turning off access to fuel if you are in arrears; and allowing a simpler eTransfer system for all
payments, including membership. (Interestingly, the most difficult one is the last one, as it seems to defy all bank logic to make
it happen). Before we decide on this, we are open to any ideas the members have. Please submit your thought to either Mark
Rataj or myself.
That’s it for another month. Please fly safe.
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Member News
Trevor Yaworski continues to make steady progress on his Murphy Rebel and has sent in some
photos of his fuselage work to keep us up to date. Keep up the nice work Trevor!

Our youngest member, Jesse Vanderwal took some time out of her
studies and flying lessons to write and let us know that she misses us and
will try to attend the upcoming monthly meeting.
Jesse has finished cramming exams for the time being and has taken the
opportunity to put in some flying hours in the Cessna 172 “Cutlass” for her
RG checkout. She’s also flown the 6 hour trip to North Bay in a Cessna
152 in uncharacteristically great weather.
Best of luck in your studies and lessons, Jessie! Hope to see you on
Thursday!
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Buddy Flight · Sunday April 23

The $100 Hamburger

Finally the long awaited VFR weekend was upon us
and Sunday the 23rd of April was definitely THE day
for flying! The sky was blue. The visibility was limitless.
Winds were under 10kts. VFR couldn’t be described
any better! A Buddy Flight of EAA Chapter 65 was
definitely in order. The chosen destination was
Goderich Airport (CYGD) at Lake Huron. Five club planes carrying 12 Chapter 65 members set out for
the flight from Stoney Creek and Brantford Airports.
Joe and Anne flew their Cessna 177 Cardinal RG with Desiree
along for the ride. George took along Aldo in his RV-6. Phil and
William flew together in Phil’s classic 1958 Cessna 172 “Straight
Tail”. Roy flew his 1965 Cessna 172F and gave Matt a lift. Peter
flew his Cessna 172 with Marcus and Max on board. The flight
was unbelievably smooth for the hour-plus that we spent in the air
enroute (except, Mr. Hot Rod
Joe). As Peter said; “you
couldn’t BUY a bump if you
wanted one!”
The restaurant at the
threshold of Runway 28 was
packed with the guests of 20
visiting aircraft but served us
well and with good food as
usual!
In all, you couldn’t ask for a
better Buddy Flight!
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With the heavy rains of the past few weeks, the turf
around the airport has been saturated with moisture.
Even after an apparently dry and sunny day, the
ground will still be extraordinarily soft.
Not just on the grass runway, but adjacent to the main
runway and everywhere else on the property.
Do NOT turn your aircraft around anywhere along the
main runway allowing even one wheel to roll over the
grass.
Taxi to the end and turn around at the threshold for at
least the next 2 weeks!
Not only does it cause a lot of repair work after the
damage is done, but a tire track at the side of the main
runway can be a life-threatening hazard during a landing if the aircraft was to drift off of the runway!
Speaking of wet grass… The next few weeks are going to
require a lot of volunteering with the grounds. Once the
rain stops and the ground firms up enough, but not too
much, we will have to roll the grass runways and adjacent
strips to the paved runway. This will be very time sensitive.
Please tell William if you can be available on short notice in
the next couple of weeks for rolling.
Once the rain subsides and the Sun comes out, the grass
is also going to have an extreme growth period for a month
or so. It will require almost twice a week mowing in the spring and that includes the whole airport
property. Due to the scope of the job, William likes to have a lot of volunteers available. Nobody needs
to do more than a couple of hours of mowing at a time. Any help is very appreciated!
Another spring maintenance project that needs to be
dealt with is the annual repair of the runway lights. This
year a lot of them have to be completely rebuilt due to
extensive damage by mowing, vandalism or ice. If you
can help with this, please let William know.
EAA Chapter 65 is a volunteer driven non-profit
organization, and as such, is entirely dependent on its
volunteers. Please do your part and help out!

William Yaworski - Operations Director
Operations@EAA65.org

www.Facebook.com/EAA65

www.EAA65.org

@EAA65

EAA Chapter 65 • 684 Mud St. E. • Hangar 8 • Stoney Creek • Ontario • L8J 3C9

MAY 2017
PAGE 7

NEWSLETTER

EAA Chapter 65 • Hamilton • Current Directors
President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Mike Wiebe
Jaime Alexandre
Marcus Pfeiffer
Mark Rataj

Programs:
Membership:
Operations:
Hangars:

Joe Brunski
Phil Pozer
William Yaworski
Tim Kavanaugh

Buddy Flights
continue every VFR
weekend (not as many
nice ones at this time of
the year). Volunteer

members are
encouraged to
come out and grab
an empty seat. Our
breakfast flights
usually depart at
about 9:30am on
weekends and are
always a lot of fun!
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Shoot an email out to William before the weekend
to let him know you’re interested…
William Yaworski
Operations@EAA65.org
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For Sale

Garmin GPS 430W manual and
interactive CD by ZD publications.
Very user friendly with many tips and shortcuts.
Price $25

If you have anything you want to advertise
For Sale / For Rent or Wanted,
just submit a photo and text to

Webmaster@EAA65.org

Richard Abbott
289-446-1020
planedude@cogeco.ca

No charge. No size limits.

METAL WINGS. CARBON FIBER BODY.
EXCELLENT PERFORMANCE. SUPERIOR DYNAMICS.
AFFORDABLE PRICE.

For Sale
Sensenich Corp. Aluminum Homebuilt
Propeller
Was the back-up propeller for award winning
Piel Diamant built by Eric Glew.
Never needed, fortunately!
Fits a Lycoming 150 horsepower engine.
Model number: M74DM-58
Serial number: K3406/TC 886
Diameter: 72"
Propeller repitched by Leavens to 61
(originally 58) in 1973
(invoice available)
Flew for an estimated 500 hours
Price $900
Contact Eric at 905-822-6033 or
eglew@rogers.com
for further information.
The propeller can be seen in Mississauga

DAR Solo RTF / KIT: single seat, open or enclosed cockpit, engine: Polini THOR
250 DS (37 hp), three blade composite propeller, fuel tanks in the wing (2 x 17 l),
radio, transponder, ELT, Instruments: ASI, VSI, altimeter, inclinometer, magnetic
compass, EMS (tachometer, CHT, EGT, cooling liquid temperature, fuel, volts,
Hobbs meter), flexible configurations, many options.

DAR Duo RTF / KIT: two-seat, side-by-side, open or enclosed cockpit, full dual
control, engine: Rotax 582UL DCDI (65 hp), three blade composite propeller, fuel
tanks in the wing (2 x 36 l), radio, transponder, ELT, Instruments: ASI, VSI,
altimeter, inclinometer, magnetic compass, EMS (tachometer, CHT, EGT, cooling
liquid temperature, fuel, volts, Hobbs meter), flexible configurations, many
options.
Contact Slav Dimov (GM) - Aeroplanes DAR Canada Inc.
1-416-831-8903
sdimov@aeroplanesdar.ca www.aeroplanesdar.ca

Program Suggestions / Requests
If you have suggestions for speakers, program topics, or if you would like to share your story
or knowledge on matters of interest to our chapter, please let Joe Brunski know.

Programs Director, Joe Brunski: Programs@EAA65.org 905-746-3593
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