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EAA Chapter 65 is on the Web

Members’ Monthly Newsletter

The Experimental Aircraft Association - Chapter 65 - Hamilton, founded in July of 1959,
meets at 7:30pm on the second Thursday of every month, highlighted by riveting guest speakers,
special interest presentations and chapter videos! At present, the club is meeting “Virtually” to
observe Physical Distancing due to COVID-19.
The only requirement the club has of its members is that they share a love of all things aviation!
There is no requirement to own or fly an aircraft, or possess any particular skills, however Chapter
65 members include a Space Shuttle astronaut, Air Force veterans, airline pilots, aerobatic pilots, test
pilots, Transport Canada MD-RA inspectors, aircraft maintenance engineers and designers. The
resource pool for a potential builder is invaluable!
Guests are always welcome to experience the comradery of EAA Chapter 65 and
encouraged to become members if they would like to share the passion of flight!

facebook
Facebook.com/EAA65

Instagram.com/EAA65

Twitter.com/EAA65

Website
www.EAA65.org

Spring of 2020 has certainly turned out very different
from what anybody could have guessed!
Our primary concern lies in the safety and health of all
people, especially our families and friends. The
Coronavirus has affected all of us in profound ways
and as our isolation looms on, the temptation to reach
out to friends becomes stronger. We must remain
vigilant and do our part to “flatten the curve” of the
spread of this disease in anticipation of a vaccine.
Physical Distancing is of paramount importance, so the club has suspended personal gatherings such
as monthly membership meetings, Executive meetings, Buddy Flights and Wednesday dinner nights.
Executive meetings and member meetings will be carried out by online virtual meetings only. Please
observe Physical Distancing and sanitary practices. Stay safe. Stay healthy, Stay happy!
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Letter from the President
My how the world has changed in a month! I hope this message finds
you, your families and your loved ones healthy and managing OK in
our new reality.
From the club perspective, we’re obviously not going to be meeting
physically as a group for a while. But we had our recent Board
meeting using videoconferencing and it was very successful. So
successful that we’re going to try using it for a club meeting too.
More on that in other parts of the newsletter.
While our timing is certainly affected by COVID-19, the Board is
continuing to move forward on the idea of a new home. Those who
EAA Chapter 65 President
attended the January members meeting were part of a good
Mike Wiebe
discussion that provide a large amount of input for the Board to
President@EAA65.org
consider. One of the outcomes was that we wanted broader input
from more members. So we did an online survey in February and
got 50 responses – thank you very much for providing your input! The complete survey results are
attached. However, there are a few comments that have come out of the Board conversation so far.
From the survey


There is strong desire for us to have a clubhouse of our own.



There is also a reasonably strong desire for us to have a single bay maintenance facility too.
Though there is less desire in owning a club aircraft (which would probably be housed in the
maintenance bay).
The desire for hangars is strong amongst those with airplanes, and there is very little bias to this
being low cost – people are willing to pay market rates. This is an important finding because all
those who current have airplanes have also found homes for them since leaving Stoney Creek.
The strong interest indicates a desire to be ‘back together’ as a group.
The strength of the answers on hangars and gas availability are tempered lower by those who
enjoy the club as a social venue, but don’t own – and don’t intend to own – an airplane. This is
expected.
Preferred locations are Stoney Creek (if new management) and Grimsby, followed by York.
Interest in Vito’s (Clappison’s Corners area) and Smithville are lower.
Most members are not interested in loaning the club money to do this, but there are a few. This
was kind of a bonus question to see how we might be able to pay for all of this.




Mailing Address
EAA Chapter 65
3114 Splendour Place
Mississauga, ON L5M 6V9

Grimsby Airport (CNZ8)
262 Mud St W, Grassie
Ontario L0R 1M0
905-945-6161
Elevation 631’
Runway 04/22: 2878’ x 40’

Facebook
Website




So… where do we go from here:
So far, there is no known or anticipated change of management at Stoney Creek – that was always a
low likelihood scenario, but we will continue to monitor it.
Grimsby has some interesting things going on – most notably the placement of shipping containers at
various locations around the property so that the owners can exert their zoning rights to using the
facility for storage, which is their main business. Grimsby has been very welcoming to us as a club
and would be happy to lease us one of the hangars if we wanted to turn it into a clubhouse. But they
have been clear that they have no interest in leasing us space to build our own facilities. We would
need to rent finished, individual hangars from them, which eliminates our ability to make money from
hangar rent in order to pay for a clubhouse and related facilities, like we were doing in Stoney Creek.
York continues to be the most welcoming and flexible in terms of what we could do there as a club.
However, the airport remains for sale, which leaves us at the mercy of a new owner’s policies, much
like we ultimately found in Stoney Creek and are beginning to see at Grimsby.
For now – when we are finally allowed to gather again – our short-term intention is to enjoy summer
barbeques at Grimsby and rent space for meetings as and when needed. Longer term, we’ll continue
to look at these and other options. The survey gave us some good information and we’ll continue to
gather more as we think through this. In the meantime, the weather is turning nicer. Please be safe
and respectful if you do have the opportunity to “social distance at 3000 feet”.
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Social Distancing at 3000 ft
The pandemic has certainly cut into my flying time, but at least I’m finally
getting caught up on some honey-do projects around the house. Such was the
case almost 3 weeks ago, when I needed to go to my hangar to pick up tools
for a project at home.

The weather was nice, and I was in no rush to
get home, so I decided it would be nice to go
for a short flight. Initially, I was planning to do
some circuits at Grimsby, but I quickly changed EAA Chapter 65 Programs Director
Joe Brunski
my mind and decided it would be more fun and
challenging to do approaches and circuits at

Programs@EAA65.org

other local airports.
With that in mind, I set out for an airport that never seems to have the time of
day for low flying bug smashers like me…Toronto’s Pearson International Airport.
The post COVID-19 traffic into YYZ has dwindled to a trickle, so I decided to
request a low and over approach to runway 6R. A touch and go would have been
nicer, but I was not prepared to pay the landing fee.
There was no one on frequency when I contacted Terminal Approach on 133.4 overhead the Skyway Bridge and
the controller sounded quite startled by my
call. I think the call and request for the low
and over caught him off guard. I’m sure it’s
not the kind of request he’s used to dealing
President
President@EAA65.org
Secretary
Secretary@EAA65.org
Treasurer
Treasurer@EAA65.org
Membership
Membership@EAA65.org
Programs Director
Programs@EAA65.org
Operations Director
Operations@EAA65.org
eTransfer Payments
Payments@EAA65.org
Editor
Webmaster@EAA65.org

with from VFR traffic, but he quickly perked
up as he enthusiastically assigned me an
altitude and heading while he checked with
YYZ tower regarding my request.
After a minute or two, the controller
advised that there were a few aircraft on
approach to YYZ, and that I would be
cleared for the low and over as soon as that
traffic had cleared.
Once I reached the vicinity of QEW/403, I was cleared to join the straight in for runway 6R and told to contact
YYZ tower. Tower frequency was similarly quiet and the tower controller cleared me for the low and over to
6R.
The approach to 6R was a bit surreal, as this was the first time in 20 years of flying that I got to enjoy this view of
YYZ and Toronto. I said as much to the YYZ tower controller and thanked them for accommodating my request.
I descended to about 50 feet and flew the entire length of 6R before starting the climb at the end of the runway,
followed by a slow right hand turn once I reached 500 feet AGL.
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Social Distancing at 3000 ft (continued)
The tower controller then surprised me by
asking if I was planning to do a downtown
Toronto tour. I told him I wasn’t, but that it
sounded like a heck of a nice idea, so he
told me to level off at 2000 feet on the
present heading, while he contacted City
Center. In short order, I was cleared for
the downtown tour.
The view of the CN Tower and waterfront
in the clear sky was breathtaking as always
and I never seem to tire of it, no matter
how many times I do this. Once again there
was very little traffic, so I thought; wouldn’t
it be nice to do a low and over approach to City Center as well.
Tower quickly cleared me for the low and over to runway 8, and once
again I milked the view with a long low and over, followed by a very
shallow climb, before turning right crosswind for the right downwind
departure towards Hamilton, south of the shoreline.
The early evening air was especially smooth over the lake and the view as
spectacular as ever. I was feeling especially good about how well this
unplanned flying adventure turned out, and as I approached the Skyway
Bridge, I was soon thinking that it would be nice to cap off the flight with
an approach at CYHM.
I contacted Hamilton tower overhead the Bay and requested a practice
ILS approach to Runway 12. Tower replied that there was a WestJet
flight getting ready to depart Rwy 30, but that I could do the approach
once they cleared.
This was a great excuse to kill some time with sight seeing orbits over
the downtown before being cleared for the full procedure turn ILS
approach.
The approach went well, and I cancelled at the missed approach point so
I could fly the length of runway 12 before climbing on a heading for
Grimsby.
By this time, the sun was setting and casting a peaceful glow over the
countryside. The air was smooth and the landing at Grimsby was
uneventful. It was only after the airplane was put away, that I was
reminded that for a brief hour I had totally forgotten about the
pandemic and the honey-do list. I realized that self isolating at 3000 feet
was a great way to feel invigorated and to appreciate the freedom to fly.

Blue skies!
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Virtual Meetings
Due to the global COVID-19 crisis and the importance of avoiding social gatherings, EAA Chapter
65 has suspended all meetings until further notice. As an alternative measure, the Board has decided
to implement “Virtual Meetings”. The Board has already successfully “met” online and are confident
that

monthly

meetings

may

membership
also

take

advantage of this technology.
A number of advantages have
presented themselves in the
planning

of

our

future

agendas… Due to the lack of
time, distance and capacity
limitations, we are presented
with opportunities which we
could not explore in our usual groups of 30-plus members. We have some exciting meetings planned
already! Our first Virtual Member Meeting will take place on Thursday, May 14th at 7:00pm.
There may be a steep learning curve for some, due to the technical nature of this idea, however it
will be a simple process once the initial setup has been taken care of.
I would like to suggest that we all try to setup a test meeting with one of the Board members so that
all settings have been tested and familiarized. One of our Directors will be contacting you over the
coming weeks to confirm that you can successfully navigate a Virtual Monthly Meeting.
Please visit https://zoom.us/ with your computer, or Install the “Zoom Cloud Meetings” app on
your phone or tablet. This is a free program and quite safe to install. It will help to be prepared in
advance.
If you see pop-up boxes asking if the App has your permission to record video or sound, don’t be
alarmed. It needs to have access to your camera, microphone and speakers.
When the program is closed, these devices are no longer recording audio or video.
In any case, please make a profile using the same email address which we have on file for you.

Chapter Videos
This month’s edition of Chapter Video Magazine is available for you to watch on line by clicking on
the button in the left margin. This month’s Chapter Video Magazine features... on Hints for
Homebuilders.
If you’ve missed a monthly membership meeting, you can click on the link on the left panel to go to
the Chapter Resource site and catch up on missed EAA Chapter Video Magazine episodes.
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Spitfire 944
John S. Blyth, an 18-year-old just out of high school
was trained to take pictures of damage done to
German targets by B-17’s during WWII. He flew in
an unarmed British Supermarine Spitfire fitted
with extra fuel tanks where the guns would
ordinarily be. This is probably one of the best
WWII film clips out there. Stored for 61 years in two suitcases of 16mm home movies
that were inherited by filmmaker William Lorton from his great uncle who served as a
Flight Surgeon. Those suitcases contained 3 hours of war footage that included a
compelling crash-landing of a Spitfire in 1944.
Filmed in a 2005 interview with the now 83-year-old pilot and seeing the expression on
his face when he realizes it is him in the cockpit, is something you won't soon forget.
At 18 years old, he was all alone, behind enemy lines, with no guns, no escort, and he
gladly did it.
They just don't make them like that anymore. It was truly the greatest generation and
we owe them so much.

Last Flight of the Vulcan
Guy Martin and a team of engineers prepare the last airworthy Vulcan bomber, XH558,
for its farewell tour in an hour-long program that also tells the definitive story of this
iconic and vital plane.
The Vulcan was Britain's first nuclear deterrent and undertook the longest raid in
British military history. Guy reveals its story, restores a Vulcan... and gets to try and
wheelie it along a runway.
Enjoy a behind the scenes tour of the bomber and stunning aerial video footage!

If you have any suggestions or contributions to the monthly newsletter, your input
would be greatly appreciated! Interesting articles, personal experiences or
photography are always needed. Please contact the Newsletter Editor at

Webmaster@EAA65.org
If you would like to help produce the monthly newsletter,
please inform the Webmaster by email.

